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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

January 13, 1880 


Sir, 


I regret to Report that the Three barrels of Borax, received yesterday afternoon from 
Messrs. Harrison, Brothers & Co., is not the fused borax, which we ordered, but the common 
crystallized borax, which we cannot use for melting gold and silver, without subjecting us to 
serious loss by volatilization. 


If they have not such fused borax, and are not prepared to supply it forthwith, allow me to 
purchase a lot temporarily of Savage & Stovell, who made the special arrangements for melting 
borax, and usually have a lot on hand. We have none on hand. 


Respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


